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101 jailed for five years for protest…
Stop the crackdown in Egypt
The response of the Egyptian security forces to the return of popular protest to the streets of Egypt reveals the bankruptcy of European policy towards the regime of Abdelfattah al-Sisi. In the run up to demonstrations planned for 25 April, we have seen waves of arrests and dawn raids on activists’ homes, including prominent labour lawyer Haitham Mohamedain. Over 1000 have been seized in the latest crackdown, and over 100 have been given 5 year jail sentences. They join tens of thousands of others jailed and hundreds forcibly “disappeared” by the Egyptian authorities in recent years. Meanwhile, attacks on civil society are intensifying. Staff from Egyptian NGOs could be facing 25 year jail sentences over allegedly receiving foreign funding as the regime attempts to stifle those few local voices which speak out against human rights abuses. There is no doubt that the independent trade unions are next on the authorities’ list of targets: the Egyptian Ministry of Social Solidarity was reported last week to have launched an investigation into their funding.

Despite these appalling circumstances, the struggle by Egyptians to defend their democratic and social rights is still very much alive. Strikes have multiplied in recent weeks with nurses and steel workers among those taking action over pay and conditions. The decision of Al-Sisi to hand over control of the islands of Tiran and Sanafir to Saudi Arabia has mobilised a wide coalition of groups to protest under the slogan “Egypt is not for sale”. Troops and tanks were deployed to crush planned protests on 25 April. 

Yet Europe’s leaders continue to intensify their collaboration with the Egyptian regime through arms exports, security cooperation and investment promotion drives. This cooperation does not only endanger Egyptians, it also puts European citizens at risk, as the Egyptian Ministry of the Interior's systematic obstruction of the Italian-led investigation into the murder and torture of Cambridge PhD student Giulio Regeni clearly demonstrates.

We declare today that when our governments are silent over abuses by the Egyptian state, we will speak out. We will campaign through our parliaments, our trade unions, our universities and the organisations of civil society to oppose arms sales and security cooperation with a regime which commits grave violations of human rights. We will continue to mobilise across Europe to demand truth for Giulio Regeni, justice for Egypt’s disappeared and for the release of Haitham Mohamedain and other political prisoners. 

Signed: John McDonnell, MP; Ian Hodson, National President, BFAWU; Manuel Cortes, General Secretary, TSSA; Jason Turvey, Treasurer, TSSA; Lindsey German, Convenor, Stop the War Coalition, Andrew Osborne, chair unite L&E GEMS RISC; Mary Compton, Past President, NUT; Sally Kincaid, Divisional Secretary- Wakefield and District NUT; Marianne Owens, National Executive Committee member, PCS; Raymond Morrell, Chair, Unite, London and Eastern, Aerospace and Shipbuilding industrial sector committee (RISC); John Hendy, QC; Liz Lawrence, President, UCU (and many others – full list published online at www.egyptsolidarityinitiative.org) 
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Statement initiated by Egypt Solidarity Initiative and will be published online at www.egyptsolidarityinitiative, with copies to the Egyptian embassy and the UK Foreign Office
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