Emergency resolution on Egypt anti terrorism laws

This union notes with concern that on 24 February 2015, Egyptian president Abdelfattah El-Sisi signed into law anti-terrorism legislation which has been widely criticised by international and Egyptian human rights groups as representing a grave assault on civil liberties.

This union further notes:
    A. that article 1 of the law designates as "terrorist entities" groups which either call for, or carry out, actions which obstruct the work of public authorities, or occupy either public or private property, thus rendering almost all forms of strike action and trade union protests potential "acts of terrorism".
   B. that the new laws have been passed despite the adoption of a law in November 2013 criminalising most forms of protest which has been widely used to jail opponents of the military regime.

This union resolves:
   A. To write to the Egyptian authorities condemning the anti-terrorism law and the anti-protest law and calling for the release of all political prisoners.
  B. To work with MENA Solidarity and Egypt Solidarity Initiative in coordination with other trade unions to campaign against repression of civil liberties in Egypt
  C. To call on the British government and British political figures to withdraw immediately from all forms of cooperation with the  El-Sisi regime which could facilitate repression or assist in concealing the ongoing assaults on civil liberties from the international community.
  D. To affiliate to MENA Solidarity 
  E. To send this resolution to our region / national conference / TUC congress (delete as appropriate) 

